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D E A N ’ S  W E L C O M E
Welcome to the ANU’s seventh Asia Pacific Week.
 
We’re justly proud of Asia Pacific Week, our chance to showcase 
to the world ANU’s unrivalled expertise on policy issues in the 
world’s most dynamic region.
 
You are one of 80 students chosen from across the world to come to the ANU to interact 
with our vibrant community of academics, policymakers, students and activists. We’re 
dedicated to making this week a life-changing one for you – in terms of encountering 
new knowledge and perspectives, making lasting friendships, and engaging in new and 
ongoing debates.
 
This year’s theme, “A Changing Landscape” brings together panels and discussions 
around some of this region’s most pressing and confounding issues. Whether in simula-
tions, panels or debates, it’s our intention to take you out of your comfort zone and chal-
lenge you around issues and perspectives you may not have encountered before. And as 
with all activities at the ANU, we intend to do it with a spirit of fun and discovery, making 
this an enjoyable as well as an educational week.
 
So – enjoy, learn, get the most out of this week that you can. I’m looking forward to my 
fifth APW, and I hope to meet you at one of our many events.

Professor Michael Wesley
Dean of the College of Asia and the Pacific

The Australian National University
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Dear Delegate,

On behalf of the Asia Pacific Week committee, I am 
delighted to welcome you to Asia Pacific Week 2017.

Over the past five months, the committee has worked 
tirelessly to put together an inter-disciplinary conference; 
sorting through delegate applications, putting the 
logistics in place, and developing innovative and 
thought-provoking panels. 

This year, the conference will stimulate discussion around the Asia Pacific 
region as “A Changing Landscape”; the theme chosen for the week. Each 
of the panels and special projects events will aim to draw out diverse 
perspectives from yourself and fellow delegates, and invite you to consider 
key issues the Asia Pacific region is facing. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
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The panels will cover topics ranging from the region’s environmental sus-
tainability to the understanding of gender and sexuality in the region. The 
Canberra Tour will also introduce you to the Australian National University 
and Australia’s beautiful capital, and the Networking Soirée will ground the 
academic knowledge of the ANU’s College of Asia and the Pacific in a 
professional context, showcasing the opportunities available to you at the 
ANU and in Canberra.

Each year, Asia Pacific Week grows in popularity across the globe, thus each 
delegate has been selected from a diverse range of high-quality applicants. 
We are excited to have such bright minds with such a strong interest in the 
region joining us for Asia Pacific Week this year. 

Considering our theme of “A Changing Landscape”, we invite you to attend 
the conference with an open mind and explore ways in which you, the future 
leaders of our region, can ensure that the region changes for the better. We 
encourage you to make the most of this opportunity to learn from and inter-
act with leading scholars, policymakers and diplomats. Do not be afraid to 
put yourself out there and ask the tough questions, you will learn as much 
from each other as you will from the exciting speakers who will be joining us. 

We look forward to hearing your insights and I encourage you to make the 
most of this opportunity you have worked so hard for. I hope the conference 
challenges your understanding of the region, and equips you with the knowl-
edge, resources, and networks to engage with and make a difference to the 
issues facing the Asia Pacific region. I hope that you leave the conference 
with long-lasting global friendships and a more nuanced understanding of 
the region, and I hope that it has inspired you to pursue studies and careers 
in the Asia Pacific region.

Congratulations, once again, on your selection as a delegate to Asia Pacific 
Week 2017, and I look forward to meeting you all throughout the week.

Sachini Muller
Director

Asia Pacific Week 2017

A Changing Landscape      5



6       Asia Pacific Week 2017

S U N D AY  2 5 t h  J U N E
From 14.00  Arrival, campus tours and University House check in •
  University House - Main foyer
17.30  Showbag & permit collection p
	 	 University House - Main foyer
18.15   Pre-conference briefing
  University House
19.00   Welcome dinner
  University House

M O N D AY  2 6 t h  J U N E
09.00   Opening address
09.30   Trump’s Presidency and the Asia Pacific Region
11.00   Morning tea
11.30   The Pitch
13.00   Lunch
14.00   Canberra Tour
  Various locations
19.00   Movie Night
20.30   Supper at the Fire Pit

T U E S D AY  2 7 t h  J U N E
09.00   Cultural Politics in India
10.30  Morning tea
11.00   Perceptions of Australia: Its Place in the Region
12.30   Lunch
13.30   War Games
17.30   Networking Soirée
  John Curtin Medical School Foyer

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E

>  Events are compulsory for 
all delegates unless otherwise 
specified.

> Events are held in the  Hedley 
Bull Building unless otherwise 
specified.
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W E D N E S D AY  2 8 t h  J U N E
09.00  Ambassadors Panel
10.30  Morning tea
11.00  Queer Cultures in the Asia Pacific
12.30  Lunch 
13.30  Three Minute Thesis Competition
15.00  Afternoon tea
15.30  Lost in Translation
18.00  The Great Debate
  King O’Malleys

T H U R S D AY  2 9 t h  J U N E
09.00  Leaders in Asia: Power and Populism
10.30  Morning tea
11.00  The Sustainable Development Goals: A  
  Call to Action
12.30  Lunch
13.30  Surviving the 21st Century: Sustainability  
  in the Asia Pacific
15.00  Closing address
15.30  Delegate debrief and afternoon tea
18.30  Gala Dinner
  The Boat House, Barton
 
F R I D AY  3 0 t h  J U N E
09.00  University House check out •
  University House - Main foyer

K E Y

Panel 
Special event 

International/interstate delegates only •       
Canberra delegates only p
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M O N D AY  2 6 t h  J U N E
9.30
Trump’s Presidency and the Asia Pacific Region

Trump’s election sent shockwaves throughout the world. What will be the 
impact in Asia of Trump’s unexpected rise?  Will Trump destabilise Asia’s 
uneasy balance of power? Are the region’s institutions robust enough to 
handle Trump’s unorthodox methods? 

In this panel Australia’s leading security thinkers will attempt to predict the 
unpredictable, exploring the impact of Trump’s presidency on the Asia Pacific 
region.

Panelists

Professor Hugh White AO is Professor of Strategic Studies at the Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre of the Australian National University. He has worked on 
Australian and regional strategic, defence and foreign policy issues since 1980. He 
has been an intelligence analyst, journalist, ministerial adviser, departmental official, 
think tanker and academic. In the 1990s he served as International Relations Adviser 
to Prime Minister Bob Hawke and as Deputy Secretary of Defence for Strategy and 
Intelligence. He was the principal author of Australia’s 2000 Defence White Paper.
His recent publications include Power Shift: Australia’s Future between Washington 
and Beijing published by Black Inc in September 2010, and The China Choice: Why 
America should share power, published in Australia by Black Inc in 2012, and by OUP 
in 2013. The China Choice has also been published in Chinese and Japanese. In the 
1970s Hugh White studied philosophy at Melbourne and Oxford Universities. He was 
awarded an AO in the Queen’s Birthday honours in 2014.

Professor Evelyn Goh (MA, MPhil, DPhil) is the Shedden Professor of Strategic 
Policy Studies at the ANU, where she is also the Director of Research at the Stra-
tegic and Defence Studies Centre. Professor Goh’s expertise is Asian security and 
international relations, in theory and practice. Her research focuses on U.S.-China 
diplomatic history and contemporary strategic relations; East Asia’s economic-se-
curity order; Southeast Asian strategies towards great powers; and environmental 
security. Her publications include Rising China’s Influence in 
Developing Asia (Oxford University Press, 2016); The Struggle for Order: 
Hegemony, Hierarchy and Transition in Post-Cold War East Asia (Oxford University 
Press, 2013); Constructing the US Rapprochement with China, 1961-1974 (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005); and ‘Great Powers and Hierarchical 
Order in Southeast Asia: Analyzing Regional Security Strategies’, International 
Security (Winter 2007/8). She moved to Australia in August 2013, and has held 
previous faculty positions at the University of Oxford, Royal Holloway University of 
London, and the Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore.

8      Asia Pacific Week 2017
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Professor Michael Wesley is Professor of International Affairs and Dean of the 
College of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian National University. He has published 
on Australian foreign policy, Asia’s international relations and strategic affairs, and the 
politics of state-building interventions. His 2011 book, There Goes the 
Neighbourhood: Australia and the Rise of Asia, was awarded the John Button Prize for 
the best writing on Australian politics and public policy.

Previously Professor Wesley was the Director of the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific 
Affairs at ANU from 2014 to 2016, the Executive Director of the Lowy Institute for 
International Policy from 2009 to 2012; Director of the Griffith Asia Institute at Griffith 
University from 2004 to 2009; and Assistant Director-General for Transnational Issues 
at the Office of National Assessments, Australia’s peak intelligence agency, from 2003-
2004. He gained his PhD from the University of St Andrews and his BA (Honours) from 
the University of Queensland.

Moderator
Natalie Sambhi is currently a PhD student at the Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre, Australian National University, focussing on Indonesian military history. She 
holds a Bachelor of Arts (Asian Studies) (Hons) from the University of Western 
Australia and a Master of Arts (International Relations) and Master of Diplomacy from 
the Australian National University.
 
Natalie is a non-resident Research Fellow at the Perth USAsia Centre where she 
publishes on Indonesian foreign and defence policy as well as Southeast Asian 
security. She was an Analyst at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) from 
2012 to 2016 and Managing Editor of ASPI’s blog, The Strategist. She worked 
previously at the Department of Defence and University of Canberra. In January 2016 
and May 2014, Natalie was a Visiting Fellow at the Center for a New American Security 
(CNAS) in Washington, DC where she presented on Indonesian civil-military relations. 
In 2010, Natalie founded the blog Security Scholar and tweets at @SecurityScholar.

11.30
The Pitch

Ever wondered what it would be like make an ad? The Pitch is your 
opportunity to work as a team to sell a concept, Asia Pacific style! 

The Special Projects team has come up with four tricky topics and 
it’s your job to try and make a funny presentation or ‘pitch’ to sell the 
concept better than your rivals! The Asia Pacific Week Committee will 
choose their favourites so be sure to make them laugh! Break a leg 
and let the performer in you shine in this classic APW event.

A Changing Landscape      9
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T U E S D AY  2 7 t h  J U N E
9.00
Cultural Politics in India

This panel focuses on the encounters between cultural practices 
and political and developmental structures in India. Panelists will 
discuss the incongruity between historical or contemporary 
practices of everyday life and ideals of liberalism and development 
that govern any discussion of the South Asian subcontinent.

Panelists
Dr. Meera Ashar is a Lecturer in the School of Culture, History and Language at 
the Australian National University. She is also the Deputy Director of the South Asia 
Research Institute (SARI) and the Secretary of the South Asian Studies Association of 
Australia (SASAA). She has previously worked as an Assistant Professor at the City 
University of Hong Kong and has been an LM Singhvi Fellow at the Centre of South 
Asian Studies at the University of Cambridge.
Meera’s research interests lie at the intersection of history, political theory and literary 
studies. Her work addresses questions about identity, self-representation and belong-
ing. She is currently completing a manuscript on the controversial nineteenth-centu-
ry novel, Saraswatichandra, and has recently started work on colonial education in 
Western India, central to which is a set of oral folk narratives that were compiled and 
published as ‘children’s stories’ in the late colonial period. Meera is also working on a 
collaborative comparative project on broader questions of colonial education that will 
start with an examination of practices and policies in India and Hong Kong and later 
hopes to include other colonial nations.

Dr. Assa Doron is an Associate Professor in anthropology at the College of Asia 
and the Pacific, the Australian National University. His main areas of interest in-
clude urban anthropology, development studies, the environment, and media and 
technology. Much of his anthropological fieldwork was carried in Varanasi where 
he focused on the ritual economy of the river and questions of caste and identity 
politics in India. The study was published in the book, Life on the Ganga, (Cam-
bridge, 2013). Doron’s collaboration with Robin Jeffrey, led to a book on the mobile 
phone revolution in India in The Great Indian Phone Book (Harvard UP/C. Hurst, 
2013), published in India under the title Cellphone Nation: how the mass mobile 
changes business, politics and daily life. The book received wide media coverage 
and favourable reviews. Doron & Jeffrey are currently completing a book on waste 
in India (Harvard, forthcoming 2018).
Doron’s most recent articles include “Unclean, Unseen: Social Media, Civic Action 
and Urban Hygiene in India” (South Asia 2016), “The Cultural Politics of Shit” (Post-
colonial Studies 2015). Assa Doron was also the Founding Director of the South 
Asia Research Institute at ANU until 2017.
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Ben Langley is a PhD Candidate in the Pacific and Asian History. His thesis 
explores how the Indian state was constructed and molded after indepen-
dence. This follows on from a 2015 research project on the changing nature 
of Indian perceptions of China and a 2016 stint in the National Parliamentary 
Fellowship Program researching Indian government think tank relations in 
New Delhi.

Dr. Annie McCarthy is a recently completed PhD student in 
Anthropology from the ANU. Her doctoral research focused on 
slum-children’s participation in NGO programs in Delhi, India. 
Currently teaching anthropology in the College of Arts and Social 
Sciences,  Annie  is excited about pursuing further research exam-
ining the way hope, dreams and ambitions are enacted cross and 
inter-generationally by slum-dwellers in India’s megacities.

Moderator

11.00
Perceptions of Australia: Its Place in the Region

Australia has a multi-faceted relationship with the Asia Pacific 
region that extends far beyond economic relations. This panel 
will explore some of the challenges and opportunities that have 
come to shape this relationship. What is the historical legacy 
of Australia’s role in Asia? How can Australia position itself in 
the region to meet its security objectives? How can Australian 
education contribute to informing and strengthening regional 
connections? This panel will explore how your perceptions of 
Australia and its place in the region align with the opinions of 
experts.
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Panelists

Trevor Goddard is a consultant and strategic adviser to government, NGO’s, industry 
and educational institutions in the cross pollination of international development and 
international education initiatives. He is treasurer and member of the board of directors 
for the International Education Association of Australia and appointed to the DFAT 
New Colombo Plan reference group. Trevor is an elected Council member of the 
Forum on Education Abroad in the U.S. He sees educational systems as 
entrepreneurial incubators for students, communities and institutions to generate and 
transfer new knowledge through robust collaboration; as diplomatic stepping stones 
to social and economic development.

Professor John Blaxland is a Professor in 
International Security and Intelligence Studies, 
Director of the ANU Southeast Asia Institute, 
and Head at the Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre at ANU. He joined the ANU following a 
distinguished career in the Australian Defence 
Force, in which he served as the Australian 
Defence Attaché to Thailand and Myanmar, and 
graduated from the Royal Thai Army Command 
and Staff College.

Professor Joan Beaumont, Emeritus Professor in the Strategic and Defence Stud-
ies Centre, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific, is an internationally recognized 
historian of Australia in the two world wars, Australian defence and foreign policy, 
the history of prisoners of war and the memory and heritage of war. Her publica-
tions include the critically acclaimed Broken Nation: Australians and the Great War 
(Allen & Unwin, 2013), joint winner of the 2014 winner of the Prime Minister’s Liter-
ary Award (Australian History), the 2014 NSW Premier’s Prize (Australian History), the 
2014 Queensland Literary Award for History, and the Australian Society of Authors’ 
2015 Asher Award. Among her recent publications are ‘The Yokohama War Cemetery, 
Japan: Imperial, National and Local Remembrance’ in Patrick Finney (ed.) 
Remembering World War II, Routledge, in press, 2017; and ‘History, Conflict, and 
Contexts: Remembering World War II in Asia’ in Amy King et al. (eds), Muddy Boots 
and Smart Suits, ISEAS Yusak Ishak Institute, Singapore, 2017, pp. 95-109.

Moderator
Dr. Shiro Armstrong is an economist and Fellow 
at the Crawford School of Public Policy. He is Co-
Director of the Australia-Japan Research 
Centre, Editor of the East Asia Forum, Director of 
the East Asian Bureau of Economic Research and 
Research Associate at the Center on Japanese 
Economy and Business at the Columbia 
Business School. 
Shiro took his PhD in Economics from the 
Australian National University and has been 
visitor to Tokyo University, Peking University, 
Harvard University and Columbia University.

12      Asia Pacific Week 2017
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War Games

When diplomacy fails, war becomes inevitable. The ANU is 
lucky to have the incredibly dedicated ANU Professor, and 
retired Navy Admiral Chris Barrie to run you through what could 
be a deadly real flashpoint in the Asia Pacific Week. We hope 
you packed a copy of Sun Tzu, because you are about to be 
introduced to the Art of War!

Admiral Christopher Alexander “Chris” Barrie AC RAN is the retired senior 
officer of the Royal Australian Navy, who served as Chief of the Defence Force 
from 4 July 1998 to 3 July 2002. Prior to his tenure as Chief of the Defence 
force, Admiral Barrie had served as the Commanding Officer of the HMAS 
Watson, Deputy Maritime Commander and the Chief of Staff at Maritime 
Headquarters in Sydney. He has also held positions as the Deputy Chief of 
Naval Staff and Vice Chief of the Defence Force from 1997 to 1998. 

Through part-time study, Barrie obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1983, 
with a special focus on International Relations and Politics, and was awarded a 
Master of Business Administration degree in 1996 by Deakin University.

17.30
Networking Soirée

Canberra may only be the eighth largest city in Australia, but 
it is home to all manner of exciting institutions. From the ANU 
itself, to the federal parliament, to government departments, 
think tanks, NGOs and more. What a shame it would be to 
come all the way to the Bush Capital and not have a chance 
to mingle with the crème-de-la-crème of Australian academia 
and public life. The Special Projects team is delighted to 
announce the inaugural APW Networking Soirée, so put on 
your suit and tie, have a drink and get to know some of the 
wonderful people you bump into when you’re in Canberra. 

A Changing Landscape      13
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W E D N E S D AY  2 8 t h  J U N E
9.00
Asia Pacific States and the Global World: a view from the 
Canberra Mission

Very different nations often face very similar challenges. Great 
power politics mould the Asia Pacific. How do the region’s 
middle and small powers navigate the complex landscape 
shaped by superpower tensions? What opportunities do they 
have to influence the actions of their larger neighbours? A large 
youth demographic characterises many of the region’s states. 
What does that mean for their growth, sustainability and 
societies? How can these countries secure a future for the 
young in the wake of climate change’s devastating impacts? In 
this panel we will be honoured by the presence of representa-
tives from a number of Canberra Missions to speak about the 
politics, diplomacy and directions of their respective states.

11.00
Queer cultures in the Asia Pacific

There is much that is queer in Asia and the Pacific. Western 
categories may, or may not, be helpful in understanding how 
gender and sexuality are enacted in the region. What does 
masculinity mean in the Pacific? Are Thai Kathoeys “gay”? How 
does pop culture contribute to the emergence of new ways of 
performing gender? 

This panel will examine different constructions of masculinity, 
femininity and beyond, exploring the region’s understanding of 
queerness.
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Panelists

Evi Eliyanah is currently completing her 
doctoral thesis “Reconfiguring Masculinity: Reel New 
Man and Gender Politics in Indonesia” at the School 
of Culture, History and Language. Her thesis 
examines the reconfiguration of masculinity through 
the production of certain cinematic representations 
of ideal masculinity in twenty-first century Indonesia.

Dr. Peter Jackson is Emeritus Professor in Thai 
history and cultural studies in the Australian National 
University’s College of Asia and the Pacific. Over the 
past 30 years, he has written extensively on modern 
Thai cultural history, with special interests in religion, 
sexuality and critical approaches to Asian histories 
and cultures. 
Peter Jackson was editor-in-chief of Asian Studies 
Review, flagship journal of the Asian Studies Associa-
tion of Australia, from 2009 to 2012 and he is a 
member of the editorial collective of Hong Kong 
University Press’s Queer Asia monograph series. He 
founded the Thai Rainbow Archives Project, which 
with support from the British Library’s Endangered 
Archives Programme, has collected and digitised Thai 
gay, lesbian, and transgender magazines and com-
munity organisation newsletters. 
Recent books include First Queer Voices from 
Thailand: Uncle Go’s Advice Columns for Gays, 
Lesbians and Kathoeys (HKUP 2016), and Cultural 
Pluralism and Gender/Sex Diversity in Thailand (with 
Narupon Duangwises, Princess Sirindhorn Anthropol-
ogy Centre, Bangkok, 2013).

Eliorah Malifa is an artist who predominant-
ly works in television and film production. 
Through opportunities provided by her 
studies at the University of Technology, Sydney, 
and the Pasifika Film and Arts Festival, Eliorah 
has combined her interests in art and Pacific 
cultures and has reflected these through her 
various film projects. Eliorah currently works 
with the Australia Council for Arts, where she 
oversees various projects. Her proudest focus 
in this role has been increasing Indigenous 
representation in the Festival of Pacific Arts. 
She is currently undertaking a PhD at the ANU.

Sherman Tan is a Ph.D. candidate in 
Gender, Media and Cultural Studies (GMCS) 
at the Australian National University (ANU). His 
current research critiques modern and post-
modern ideology in Singapore and inter-Asian 
contexts, focusing on (gendered) collective 
desires and social movements that seek to 
move beyond authoritarianism and tradition, in 
their attempts to overcome political and social 
histories of patriarchy and achieve a more 
liberal society. Sherman’s other publications 
and presentations include topics ranging from 
European philosophy, social and political 
theory, to language politics, urban transforma-
tions, and political dialogue in Singapore.

Moderator

A Changing Landscape      15



The Magazine ■ 16

13.30
3-Minute Thesis Competition

Asia Pacific Week will bring together 80 talented delegates from 
around the world. Some of our talented delegates are pursuing 
fascinating research on or in the region. The Three Minute Thesis 
event is the opportunity to present this research but with a twist. 
They only get three minutes! Not only this, they are permitted only 
one slide! 

James Lawson and Mandy Liang (APW 2016 Committee), 
Joshua Chu-Tang (ANU and Asia Pacific 3MT winner) and Athalia 
Irwansjah (ANU Alumni and former APW Committee member) will 
be there to judge our candidates and give them feedback on their 
research.

Joshua Chu-Tang

James LawsonMandy Liang

Athalia Irwansjah
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15.30
Lost in Translation

As people around the world are brought closer together by glo-
balisation, international cooperation becomes more important 
than ever. In the Asia Pacific region, a patchwork of different lan-
guages exists, with a long history of contact and exchange 
between them. Cross cultural communication is fundamental to 
the region’s past, present and future. 

As aggressive leaders like Donald Trump emerge, how does the 
use of language change how these figures are represented? What 
is the role of language in diplomacy? What are the prospects for 
the development of a regional language of exchange? This panel 
will bring together experts to discuss their experiences in the 
perils and joys of cross cultural communication.

Dr. Zhengdao Ye is a Lecturer in Linguistics and Translation Studies in the College 
of Arts and Social Sciences at ANU. Her research interests lie in the commonality and 
differences in linguistic meanings across different languages and different conceptual 
domains, and their implications for intercultural communication and translation. She 
has lectured extensively in these areas and has been involved in intercultural 
communication training for the public sector. She has published widely on Chinese 
language and culture, and is the editor of The Semantics of Nouns (Oxford University 
Press 2017) and the co-editor of ‘Happiness’ and ‘Pain’ across Languages and 
Cultures (John Benjamins 2016).

Professor Richard Rigby graduated in History at the The Australian National Univer-
sity in 1970 and went on to do his PhD - subsequently reworked and published by the 
ANU Press as The May 30th Movement - under Professor Wang Gungwu in the then 
Department of Far Eastern History (now the School of Culture, History & Language).
Richard joined Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs in 1975, where he worked until 
the end of 2001: postings included Tokyo, Beijing (twice), Shanghai (Consul-General 
1994-1998), London, and Israel (Ambassador, 2000-2001). He then joined the 
Office of National Assessments as Assistant Director-General, responsible for North 
and South Asia, where he worked until taking up his current position with the ANU 
China Institute in April 2008. Richard continued to pursue his academic interests with 
a series of translations, book reviews and articles on China-related topics. His person-
al interests in Chinese studies are primarily literary and historical, but his profession 
has ensured a thorough immersion in most aspects of contemporary China and other 
Asian cultures.

Panelists
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Dr. Kevin Windle is an Emeritus Fellow in the School of Literature, Languag-
es and Linguistics at the Australian National University. His major publications 
include Undesirable: Captain Zuzenko and the Workers of Australia and the 
World (2012), The Oxford Handbook of Translation Studies (co-edited with 
Kirsten Malmkjaer, 2011), and numerous translations of literary and scholarly 
works from Russian, Polish and other languages. These include Sergei 
Aksakov’s Notes of a Provincial Wildfowler (1998), Jerzy Lutowski’s Love Thy 
Saviour (2010) and Vasyl Sokil’s A Night so Long (1990). In 2014 he was 
awarded the inaugural AALITRA prize for a literary translation from Spanish, 
and in 2015 second prize in the John Dryden Competition for a translation 
from Polish.

Dr. Shun Ikeda specialises in Japanese language, culture, and society. 
He also have research interests in comparative education in Asia and so-
ciolinguistics (language policy and planning).
Dr Ikeda has published numerous papers including ‘Teaching Japanese 
Culture and Language’.

Moderator

18.00
The Great Debate
Are you sick of the academics getting all the fun talking about 
these fascinating topics? Now is your chance to get in on the 
action. The Special Projects team has selected a few bright 
stars from the delegate cohort to join academics in an annual 
debate about an important issue facing the Asia Pacific. Don’t 
worry if you aren’t on stage fighting it out, because the 
audience gets to decide the winner! 

Associate Professor Matthew Sussex is the Academic Director at the 
National Security College. His main research specialisation is on Russian foreign 
and security policy. He is particularly interested in contemporary trends in violent 
conflict, especially in ‘hybrid’ warfare and in the evolution of propaganda. Prior 
to joining NSC Dr Sussex was Director of Politics and International Relations 
at the University of Tasmania. He has served on the National Executive of the 
Australian Institute for International Affairs and has been Associate Editor of the 
Australian Journal of International Affairs. He is also currently a Non-resident 
Fellow at the Lowy Institute for International Policy.

Moderator
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Dr. Sue Wareham is a former Canberra GP, and a member of the board in Aus-
tralia for ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. She 
has been a disarmament advocate for over 30 years, and is a Vice-President of 
the Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia).

Participants

Dr. Benjamin Zala works in the Department of International Relations at the 
ANU. His work focuses on issues of global order, security in the Asia-Pacific 
region, and nuclear weapons and has been published in journals such as 
Review of International Studies, Pacific Review, Cooperation and Conflict, and 
The Nonproliferation Review. He is a regular contributor to national and 
international media (including Fairfax Media, the ABC, the BBC, and various 
blogs such as the Lowy Interpreter and OpenDemocracy). Ben is an advisor 
to the Oxford Research Group’s Sustainable Security Programme and before 
joining ANU in 2016, worked in the UK at the University of Leicester, the Oxford 
Research Group, and Chatham House.

T H U R S D AY  2 9 t h  J U N E

9.00
Leaders in Asia: Power and Populism

Populism is popular. Authoritarianism remains fashionable. From 
the divisive Modi, to the ‘people’s hero’ Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
confrontational Duterte, and the defiant Lee Hsien Loong, Asian 
leaders are pursuing new, and not so new, methods to 
mobilise mass support. How is this changing the landscape of 
politics throughout Asia? This panel will examine key leaders in 
the region - their passions, personalities and tactics.
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Justine Chambers is a PhD candidate in the Department of Anthropology, College 
of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian National University. As part of her research she 
conducted 17 months fieldwork in Karen state Myanmar in 2015-16 and was there 
during the Nov 2015 election when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, the 
National League for Democracy, was voted into parliament with a resounding majority. 
Her thesis focuses on understandings of morality and goodness in the post-conflict 
landscape of Karen state, getting to grip with how the significant social, political and 
economic changes of the last five years are impacting the lives of people both young 
and old. She also holds an MA in Development Studies and spent some years before 
her PhD working with refugee populations from Myanmar in Thailand and Australia.

Professor Steven Rood has lived in the Philippines for 35 years. From 1981-
1999 he was Professor of Political Science at University of the Philippines-Bagu-
io, as well as Research Director at the Cordillera Studies Center; from 1999-2017 
he was Philippine Country Representative of The Asia Foundation. For 2017 he is 
a Visiting Fellow at the Department of Political and Social Change in the Coral Bell 
School, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU. He tweets as @StevenRoodPH.

Dr. Paul  Kenny is a Research Fellow of Political and Social Change at ANU. He re-
ceived his PhD in political science at Yale University in 2013. He previously taught at 
Trinity College Dublin and has been at the ANU since 2013. His research covers several 
areas of political economy, including corruption, inequality, and populism. His first book,  
Populism and Patronage: Why Populists win Elections in India, Asia, and Beyond  is 
forthcoming with Oxford University Press in September 2017.

Moderator

Sherman Tan is a Ph.D. candidate in Gender, Media and Cultural Studies (GMCS) at 
the Australian National University (ANU). His current research critiques modern and 
postmodern ideology in Singapore and inter-Asian contexts, focusing on (gendered) 
collective desires and social movements that seek to move beyond authoritarianism 
and tradition, in their attempts to overcome political and social histories of patriarchy 
and achieve a more liberal society. Sherman’s other publications and presentations 
include topics ranging from European philosophy, social and political theory, to lan-
guage politics, urban transformations, and political dialogue in Singapore.

Mali Walker is an ANU undergraduate in her third year of a combined Bachelor of 
International Security Studies and Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics She 
spent 2016 studying global politics and sustainability studies at Lund University in 
Sweden. She is particularly interested in environmental security in the Asia-Pacific and 
how the recent rise of populism will shape the region.
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The Sustainable Development Goals: A Call
to Action

While global development has made significant progress since 
the beginning of the twentieth century, there is still much work to 
be done. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise 
known as the Global Goals, are a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace 
and prosperity.
The SDGs work in the spirit of partnership and pragmatism to 
make the right choices now to improve life, in a sustainable way, 
for future generations: tackling the root causes of poverty and 
uniting us together to make a positive change for both people 
and planet. This panel will be a call to action; how should the 
SDGs be implemented in the Asia-Pacific Region and what can 
we do to ensure their successful implementation globally?

Panelists
Patricia Garcia has been appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia and was a 
finalist in the 2016 NSW Australian of the Year awards for her contribution to coordi-
nating humanitarian relief and recovery programs with the United Nations and other 
organisations over the past two decades. Patricia has worked in some of the world’s 
longest running conflicts and complex humanitarian emergencies, including Afghan-
istan, Sudan, Bosnia and Burma, and with Rwandan refugees in the former Zaire in 
1994, with organisations including Oxfam, Peace Winds Japan, German Agro Action, 
Norwegian Church Aid, UNHCR and UNOPS. Patricia is also a trainer in Do No Harm, 
Sphere Project and Creators of Peace circles, and has initiated and participated in 
numerous advocacy campaigns in the field of international peace and security and 
human rights. Patricia is currently working with UNAA as Program Manager of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Dr. Matthew Dornan is the Deputy Director of the Development Policy Centre in the 
ANU’s Crawford School of Public Policy. His research focuses on economic develop-
ment in Papua New Guinea and the Pacific islands, and includes work on infrastructure 
access, development and regulation; aid from ‘traditional’ and ‘emerging’ donors; re-
newable energy; regional integration; climate change adaptation financing; and labour 
mobility. Matthew received his PhD from the Crawford School and has a background in 
public policy and economics. He previously worked across the Pacific islands as part of 
the Australian aid program, and has consulted for various development partners in the 
region.
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Leanne Smith is an Australian diplomat and human rights lawyer who is currently on 
sabbatical in Sydney from her role as the Chief of the Policy and Best Practice Service 
of the United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations in New York. Leanne 
has worked in the Australian judicial system, for the Australian Human Rights 
Commission, in the NGO sector, regional human rights organisations, for the 
Australian Government (DFAT) and the United Nations. She has served in Southeast 
Asia, Africa, the Balkans and Afghanistan. She is a Religion, Diplomacy and Inter-
national Relations Fellow of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs, Princeton University, from which she also holds a Master of Public Policy 
degree. Leanne graduated from the Australian National University with a Bachelor of 
Arts (Asian Studies) and Bachelor of Laws (Honours).
.

Dr. Jeremy Farrall is Fellow at the Asia-Pacific College of Diplomacy in the Coral Bell 
School at the ANU. He also holds appointments as Associate-Professor (Adjunct) at the 
University of Tasmania Faculty of Law, and as Convenor of the Academic Network of 
the United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA). Jeremy has worked for the United 
Nations Secretariat in a range of positions, including as Political Affairs Officer for the 
UN Security Council in New York, as UN Facilitator for the UN Secretary-General’s Good 
Offices Mission in Cyprus, and as Political Affairs Officer for the UN’s Peacekeeping 
Mission in Liberia.

Moderator

13.30
Surviving the 21st Century: 
Sustainability in the Asia Pacific

2016 was the hottest year on record. This was a powerful 
reminder of the global challenge of environmental sustainability. 
Can the Asia Pacific region respond effectively to this challenge? 
What action is already being pursued in the region? Will this be 
enough to prevent climate change’s dramatic impacts? 

This interactive session will identify key environmental issues in 
the Asia Pacific region and explore potential solutions and their 
implications for policy directions, political relations and everyday 
life in the region.
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Moderator

Professor Robert Costanza is a Vice Chancellor’s Chair in Public Policy at the 
Crawford School of Public Policy at the Australian National University. He is currently 
a Senior Fellow at the National Council on Science and the Environment in the US, 
a Senior Fellow at the Stockholm Resilience Center, an Affiliate Fellow at the Gund 
Institute for Ecological Economics, a deTao Master of Ecological Economics at the 
deTao Masters Academy, China, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (UK). 
Professor Costanza’s transdisciplinary research integrates the study of humans and 
the rest of nature to address research, policy and management issues at multiple time 
and space scales, from small watersheds to the global system. He is co-founder and 
past-president of the International Society for Ecological Economics, and was found-
ing editor of the society’s journal, Ecological Economics.Professor Costanza is the 
author or co-author of over 600 scientific papers and 27 books. 

Associate Professor Sango Mahanty is a human geographer working on the social 
and environmental dimensions of commodity networks, forests and agrarian change. 
Her current ARC Future Fellowship explores these related themes in a region of rapid 
social and environmental change along the Cambodia-Vietnam border. She previously 
coordinated and taught into the Master of Applied Anthropology and Participatory 
Development, and now has a smaller teaching contribution to this program. Sango has 
held teaching, research and professional advisory roles in a range of organisations in 
Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.

Hannah Barrowman is a PhD student and tutor at the Fenner School of Environment 
and Society at the ANU, and is also a member of ANU’s Climate Change Institute. Her 
PhD focuses on climate change adaptation in rural communities in the Asia-Pacific 
Region, namely Indonesia and Timor-Leste. In particular, her work is concerned with 
the role of new governance systems in addressing cross-scale adaptation barriers in 
the region. Hannah has a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Science in Geography 
and Environmental Science, both from The University of Auckland, New Zealand, and 
has worked with a number of international NGOs in designing adaptation-develop-
ment programmes in the region.

Dr. Liz Hanna joined ANU in 2008 to Convene the National Climate Change Adaptation 
Research Network for Human Health. Dr Hanna has been a Chief Investigator on several 
NHMRC grants investigating the health impacts of climate change, and directed 
Australia’s largest project to quantify occupational heat exposures and health 
symptoms, and assess adaptation strategies. Her consultancies include assessing 
health vulnerabilities to climate change among the Pacific Island States, and she has 
supervised two PhD students investigating climate change adaptation in the Asia Pacific 
region. She has authored several papers and chapters on adaptation options for Asia 
and the Pacific.

Matt Rogers is originally from Melbourne and has been a student at the ANU since 
2014. He’s graduating with a Bachelor of International Relations in July this year. He 
studied overseas in Singapore and Malaysia and can speak Portuguese. He has always 
taken a strong interest in the environment and is part of the Fossil Free ANU group, an 
organisation pushing the university to divest it’s assets from coal companies. This year 
he has been involved in the StopAdani campaign to prevent the largest coal mine in the 
Southern Hemisphere from opening up in Queensland.

Moderator
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